
ORDINANCE NO. 2510 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDWOOD 

CITY AMENDING REDWOOD CITY MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 29 TO 

ADD THE OUTDOOR BUSINESS ACTIVITY PROGRAM FOR 

PARKLETS AND SIDEWALK CAFES AND MISCELLANEOUS CLEAN 

UP CHANGES, AND AMENDING CHAPTER 33A, ARTICLE II, TO 

REMOVE THE DOWNTOWN SIDEWALK CAFE PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the City Council previously instituted the Sidewalk Cafe Program in 

Chapter 33A of the Redwood City Municipal Code through Ordinance No. 1709, adopted 

June 27, 1977 and amended on November 29, 1993, October 28, 2002, and December 

7, 2015, to enhance pedestrian access, utilization of Broadway Mall, and allow sidewalk 

cafes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council approved a six month pilot program, pursuant to 

Chapter 33A to authorize Sidewalk Cafes to be located in parking spaces through 

Resolution No. 15340, adopted May 12, 2014 ("Sidewalk Extension"); and 

WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Extension was extended for 1 year from January 25, 

2016 to January 25, 2017 through Resolution No. 15468; and 

WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 Emergency, on June 22, 2020, the City 

Council ratified a June 15, 2020 proclamation by the City Manager, acting as the Director 

of Emergency Services, allowing for the Temporary Outdoor Business Activity Program 

on public and private property; and 

WHEREAS, on September 14, 2020, the City Council ratified a September 1, 2020 

proclamation by the City Manager, acting as the Director of Emergency Services, allowing 

the Temporary Outdoor Business Activity Program for the duration of the COVID-19 

Emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the City has a critical governmental interest in maintaining a thriving 

business community and protecting the health, safety, and economic welfare of its 

residents and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, in order to protect the health and safety of the City, while fostering 

economic well-being of the City's citizens and businesses, the City wishes to assist 

businesses and provide them the opportunity to expand their business operations outside 

where customers feel most comfortable on a longer term basis; and 
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WHEREAS, the City's priority has been to support struggling businesses during 

the pandemic, and to facilitate the creation of a longer term Outdoor Business Activity 

Program to replace all prior outdoor dining programs, including the Sidewalk Cafe 

Program and Temporary Outdoor Business Activity Program; and 

WHEREAS, to date, approximately forty restaurants have participated in the 

Temporary Outdoor Business Activity Program, all of whom are expected to participate in 

the Outdoor Business Activity Program; and 

WHEREAS, recent surveys of business participants and feedback from the 

community showed that there was a need to install longer term parklets and sidewalk 

cafes to accommodate the continual customer preference to dine outdoors; and 

WHEREAS, the success of the Temporary Outdoor Business Activity Program has 

served as a lifeline for our businesses, their preference would be to invest in longer term 

parklets and sidewalk cafes to provide business predictability and certainty, while also 

improving the appearance and aesthetic of the downtown and pedestrian environment in 

sidewalk and parking stall areas within the City's right of way. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY 

DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The recitals set forth above are true and correct, and are hereby 

incorporated herein by this reference as if fully set forth in their entirety. 

Section 2. The Ordinance has been reviewed with respect to applicability of the 

California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") and the State CEQA Guidelines (California 

Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000 et seq.). This proposed Ordinance is 

categorically exempt under CEQA as defined in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15304(e) 

(Minor Alterations to Land) because the project entails only minor public alterations in the 

condition of land and having no negligible or no permanent effect on the environment. 

Similarly, CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) would apply, as it would 

involve the operation, permitting, or minor alteration of existing public facilities or 

topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. 

Similarly, the proposed Ordinance does not have an impact on the environment under 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), in that it can be seen with certainty that there is 

no possibility that the activity in question, namely installation (in some instances) of 

platform structures over existing paved areas to facilitate outdoor business activity, will 

have a significant effect on the environment. 
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