From: Sue Schlesinger

To: publiccomment

Subject: Fwd: Protest against proposed solid waste rate changes
Date: Thursday, January 18, 2024 8:28:52 PM

Attachments: image.png

You don't often get email from sue94070@yahoo.com. Learn why this is imporlant

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sue Schlesinger <sue94070@yahoo.com>

Date: January 18, 2024 at 8:24:38 PM PST

To: council@redwoodcity.org

Subject: Protest against proposed solid waste rate changes

Dear Council,

The proposal to raise solid waste rates is regressive, and it penalizes those who
create and dispose of less waste. Its structure is contrary to the reduce-reuse-
recycle philosophy that should be guiding public policy, especially in a crowded
but progressive area like Redwood City, CA. This is a letter in protest of the
proposal for discussion 26Feb or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.

Where are the discounts for using smaller solid waste bins, or requiring less
frequent bin pick up? There must be someone on council who can figure out a
way to introduce and include these ideas and others like them into this proposed
rate change.

Could someone please step up and propose a meaningful alternative rate plan to
address the regressive nature of the current system, and promote waste reduction,
resource conservation, and fairness to good citizens lowering their waste and
carbon footprints? A policy which does this is good for everyone.

Thanks for listening,

Suzanne Schlesinger
282 Nevada Street
Redwood City, 94062
Parcel 058-091-100






From: Vish Seroushian

To: Rubliccomment
Subject: Support Letter for a Ceasefire in Gaza
Date: Friday, January 19, 2024 9:26:01 PM

You don't often get email from noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org. Learn why this is important

Redwood City Public Comment ,
Dear Redwood City Council:

We write to inform you that our union — Bay Area Legal Aid Workers, UAW Local 2320
(BALAW) — has called for an immediate, permanent ceasefire, and we ask that you pass a
ceasefire resolution of your own.

We are residents, constituents, community members, and workers that serve the Bay Area's,
including Redwood City's, most vulnerable communities: low-income and working-class
people, seniors, people with disabilities, non-English speakers, those without homes, and
others who have faced various forms of systemic adversity.

On December 1, 2023, United Auto Workers International (UAW), our international union,
called for a ceasefire in Israel and Palestine and announced that the International Executive
Board would be forming a Divestment and Just Transition working group to study the history of
Israel and Palestine, our union’s economic ties to the conflict, and explore how we can have a
just transition for US workers from war to peace.

On December 25, 2023, our bargaining unit — Bay Area Legal Aid Workers (BALAW) — passed
a resolution cailing for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, an end to the occupation, and
endorsed the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions movement,

Many in our community are experiencing tremendous grief and fear as we witness
unspeakable violence in Palestine and Israel and a rise in antisemitism and Islamophobia in
the United States. Our resolution was aimed at bringing our union together in alignment with
the values that have called each of us to legal aid work and that are articulated in our BALAW
bylaws.

We stand in solidarity with the Palestine Trade Unions and endorse their demands. And we
stand with dozens of other labor unions in endorsing the Labor Movement Call for Ceasefire.

We urge you to pass a resolution calling for a sustained ceasefire in Gaza; an end to US aid to
Israel; the provision of sufficient humanitarian aid; the release of hostages and political
prisoners; and the condemning of antisemitic, anti-Palestinian, and Islamophobic rhetoric and
attacks. Critically, such a resolution also would urge the Biden Administration and Congress to
call for a ceasefire. We must do all we can to end the human suffering taking place each day

Above all, we hope to convey our sense of urgency and to emphasize the power of our voices
when we speak together as one. Our bargaining unit is part of a labor movement that crosses



borders and descends from a lineage of activism for civil and human rights and against racism
and Apartheid.

You represent thousands of voices, and as the number of cities joining this movement grows,
the effort to prevent human loss and suffering will gain momentum. This historic moment calls
on us to raise our collective voice for peace and stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people.

With that, we call for your support of a resolution calling for a permanent ceasefire in Gaza.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bay Area Legal Aid Workers

Vish Soroushian
vmsoroush@gmail.com

Redwood City, California 94063



From: Dannie Wang

To: publiccomment
Subject: Ceasefire Now
Date: Sunday, January 21, 2024 5:00:55 PM

You don't often get email from noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org. Learn why this is important

Redwood City Public Comment ,

Hello my name is Dannie, and while | might be living in New York currently, | was raised in the
Bay Area and have family living near Redwood City.

| urge the Redwood City Council to please approve the Ceasefire resolution on 1/22. Over
24,000 Palestinians have been killed, over half of Gaza is starving, and 90% of Gazans do not
have one meal each day. We are paying for these war crimes through our federal tax dollars
instead of paying for our local community needs such as education, our beloved parks, and
library just to name a few. Redwood City must pass a resolution to demand an end to these
human rights abuses, similar to the resolutions passed by San Francisco, Richmond, and
Oakland. Biden isn't listening, Congress isn't listening, we need them to listen and we need
you to speak up.

Sincerely,
Dannie

Dannie Wang
dannie8wang@gmail.com

Brooklyn, New York 11233



From: lar |

To: publiccomment

Subject: public comment for 1/22/2024 agenda item 6H

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 7:50:18 AM

g You don't often get email from claraejaeckel@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

As a disclaimer, although I am a member of the Police Advisory Committee, | am making this
comment solely as an individual resident, not speaking for the Committee.

With regard to the "growing demand for accountability” for police mentioned in the staff
report, I'd ask you to consider that accountability is a normal and necessary part of all public
service, and that anyone who can be deterred from working as a police officer by the prospect
of needing to be accountable for their actions is very likely not someone we want in that role
in any case. So [ wouldn't look at that as any cause for concern in recruiting.

More importantly, the overall shift away from people wanting to work in law enforcement is a
prime opportunity to take another look at the types of work that have landed with the police
department over the years and consider which ones can be performed by other kinds of staff.
For instance, mental health crisis response, response to homelessness, and traffic enforcement
are all areas where services can effectively be provided by unarmed staff. This can help reduce
the workload for armed police officers as well as recruiting expenses like those in the contract
in this item. It also helps build a workforce that's more stable and better positioned to meet the
community's needs in the future. So I ask you to look at this bigger picture when considering
how to spend on public safety services.

Thank you,
Clara Jaeckel



From: Paloma Salazar

To: publiccomment
Subject: Support a ceasefire resolution!
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 11:46:17 AM

You don't often get email from noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org. Learn why this is important

Redwood City Public Comment ,
Dear City Council:

Support a cease fire resolution! We need EVERY institution to support this crucial change. If
every local government did their part and addressed this global crisis, it can create more
safety in their communities, and a safer world for a Palestinian people who are suffering a
genocide

Piease vote yes on a cease-fire resolution.
Sincerely,

Paloma Salazar
paloma.a.salazar@gmail.com

Oakland, California 94611



From: Stephanie Castillo

To: publiccomment
Subject: Support for an immediate ceasefire

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 12:50:49 PM

You don't often get email from noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org. LLearn why this is important

Redwood City Public Comment ,
Redwood City raised me. It poured into me and | poured right back.

The current death toll is Gaza has passed 25,000 lives lost. This doesn't include bodies still
under the rubble.

If this were to have happened in Redwood City, that would be just above 30% of our
population. Gone

Over half of Gaza is starving. What is the longest you've fasted from the moment you wake to
funch time, maybe dinner?

Countless are without medical aid. How easily we reach for the advil when we have the minor
inconvenience of an ache. Imagine having your cheek in bits, shrapnel buried in the crevices
of your bodily folds.

We are paying for these war crimes against humanity - our brothers and sisters, nieces and
nephews of the world - through our federal tax dollars instead of paying for our local

community needs. Redwood City must pass a resolution to demand an end to these human
rights abuses, similar to the resolutions passed by San Francisco, Richmond, and Oakland

We need to see tangible action from our city leaders, and we need it now. | implore you to
flisten to your constituents, echo their calls to the President and Congress, and pass a
ceasefire resolution immediately.

With love,
Stephanie

Stephanie Castillo
stephcast1@yahoo.com

Oakland, California 94608



From: Esperanza Godinez Garcia

To: publiccomment
Subject: Call for Ceasefire Now - Council Meeting 1/22/24

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 2:36:44 PM

You don't often get email from esperanza.godinezgarcia@sjsu.edu. Learn why this is important

Dear Members of the City Council,

My name is Esperanza Godinez Garcia. As an individual who was born in Redwood City and
raised in 1311 Almanor Ave, Menlo Park, 94025 California. I am writing on behalf of
bringing urgency to pass a resolution that calls for an immediate and permanent ceasefire
resolution in Gaza and all of Israeli-occupied Palestine.

In this resolution, I strongly urge you to call for:

1) An immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza and all of Israeli-occupied Palestine.

2) The safe and immediate substantial humanitarian aid to Gaza.

3) An end to the U.S. government's funding of apartheid Israel ensuring that our tax dollars are
not used in the genocide and occupation.

4) An end to over 75 years of Israeli occupation of Palestine.

It is crucial to me that this resolution in no way, shape, or form dehumanizes
Palestinians and/or Jewish people when making these demands.

Thank you for summoning the compassion, empathy, and leadership required to stand for a
world where genocide is wrong, no peoples are oppressed, and lasting peace can be realized.

Sincerely,

Esperanza Godinez Garcia



From: riselda H z

To: publiccomment
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 2:57:09 PM

[You don't often get email from grissy.hernandez@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
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From: Jennifer Godinez

To: publiccomment
Subject: Potential Scam Palestinian Ceasefire Resolution
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 3:08:57 PM

You don't often get email from jennifergodinez93@yahoo.com. Learn why this 1s imgortant

[Please Note!] Many scammers will use a gmail.com address to send fake invoices/bills/direct deposit changes. Please be
cautious and check with IT if you have any concerns

Dear Redwood City Council Members,

[ urge you to take action and stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people, who are currently
facing a campaign of ethnic cleansing and genocide by the state of Israel. Over 22,000
Palestinians have been killed so far, mostly women and children. These war crimes are being
funded by our U.S. tax dollars. Redwood City must publicly demand an end to these human
rights abuses.

According to recent polling, 68% of Americans support an immediate permanent ceasefire.
Redwood City prides itself in centering community voices and welcoming people of all
backgrounds. Thousands have marched peacefully in the Bay Area over the past several
months to demand an end to the violence and indiscriminate killing. As an elected official
representing the people of Redwood City, I implore you to listen to the vast majority of your
constituents that have voiced their concerns.

Residents in Redwood City are hurting, witnessing families and innocent civilians being killed
by Israel in Gaza, the West Bank, and East Jerusalem. Your silence, as Palestinian families are
collectively punished, emboldens bad actors and fosters hate against those who contribute to
our diverse and successful Redwood City community by opposing these injustices. We have
seen a spike in hate crimes towards Palestinians and those who stand in solidarity with
Palestinians since October 7, both nationally and in our local community. It is your job to
ensure that everyone feels safe in Redwood City.

We cannot ignore the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. We need tangible action from our city
leaders, and we need it now. Please, speak out and publicly demand an end to the violence
against Palestinians. The city you represent demands that you call for a Ceasefire Resolution
now!!!!

Sincerely,

Jennifer



From: Kevin Thorpe

To: GRP-City Council
Subject: More Pay Raises
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 3:12:41 PM

Honorable Mayor and Esteemed City Council Members:

For the last few months, the citizens of Redwood City have been hit with numerous rate increases, water,
now waste collection services, and the proposal to have one of two tax increases.

Item 8B Now Chief Bell is in line for a pay raise when the salary is already at or above 250K. Assistant
City Manager Flaherty is also in line for a pay raise again when the salary is already at over 260K. One
of the reasons for the pay raises is because of some nonsense about equity pay whereas the pay of
these department heads have to be paid 10% more than their subordinates.

Item 6H There is a proposal to adopt a contract with a recruitment firm for 161K to get more officers!
How about paying the officers more to retain them and not have them go to another agency that pays
more!

Also stated that the vacancies in the Police, Library, and Community Development Departments will
help offset the budget for FY 2023-2024. What happens when the next FY budget comes out and the
Police , Library and Community Development departments are fully staffed , then we are over budget

Item 6J: Increase in benefits for low income for help with water and waste rate increases. Why not help
all citizens with a little help with all the rate increases? Perfect time to use a few dollars out of the 58
million surplus.

Thank You,

Kevin Thorpe



From: Dani Gasparini

To: GRP-City Council

Cc: Contact-Susie Peyton; Kent Manske; PRCS-Christopher Beth; MGR-Melissa Stevenson Diaz
Subject: Art Center Presentation this evening

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 3:37:52 PM

You don't often get email from danigasparini@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at
g & p
) af N senderldentificatio ]

Mayor Gee, Vice Mayor Espinoza-Garnica, Council Members,

A quick note to say thank you Mayor Gee for working with the Center for Creativity Steering Members and myself
for agendizing our findings.

I planned on attending in person tonight to support our presenting steering members, however like many, I have
been hit with

RSV. Ithought it best not to spread “the love” !!!

I have been honored to serve on this steering committee since its inception! I think what I appreciate most about the
committee, meeting community members interested in an art center and learning more about the world of art and
culture is no matter what our backgrounds, beliefs, interests, political affiliation, race we all agree that this center
unites ALL.

Not coming from a background in art, I have learned so much. Most importantly I have learned how the creation of
art, expression and the creative arts brings all people to one common place. This center would not speak one
language, think one way, vision in a straight line, this center allows people to just believe, create, think, vision and
dream across cultures, age, generations!!!

We all realize there is still a long way to go but if you don’t have vision, nothing will come true!
Thanks for supporting our vision for this community art center.

I will be with all of you in spirit!

Dani Gasparini

Mobile 650-296-6959

842 Edgewood Rd.

Redwood City, CA 94062

3975 West Dry Creek Rd.
Healdsburg, CA 95448



From: is Robell

To: publiccomment
Ce: GRP-City Council; CLK-Yessika Castro; Chris Robell
Subject: Public comment for Agenda Item 8b

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 3:39:10 PM

[You don't often get email from chris_robell@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
vsi/faka.ms/Lear S Identification |

i

Dear City Council,

Please do NOT approve salary range increases.

Why? Because you don’t have the money to do it.

You are projecting multi-year deficits.

You are increasing water, sewer, garbage rates, fees and exploring taxes when we already pay among the highest tax
rates in the state and county.

On Nextdoor, many residents were expressing concern about this. One council member said “it’s complicated”,

[ disagree.

It is NOT complicated.

No one (including the city) should spend money they don’t have. Period.

Wage compaction is the stated reason for the needed increases.

Sorry, but wage compaction is not a crisis as serious as overspending and/or overtaxing,

There are plenty of alternatives to address wage compaction:

1) Live with it (perhaps with a fiscal emergency resolution authorizing an exception).

Or

2) Lower salaries to achieve required salary differentials

[ would argue the proposed salary ranges are too high even if we didn’t have fiscal challenges.

For example, the proposed salary range for the police chief goes up to $28,405 per month. That is $341k per year
base salary not including the generous benefits and retirement. You are asking working people for more taxes to

fund this.

Please do the responsible thing during a fiscal crisis and, if you won’t cut expenses anywhere, at least stop spending
more.

Thank you,
Chris Robell



From: Merrily Robinson

To: Redwood City City Coungil
Subject: NO more expenses!!
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 4:40:08 PM

Y’all need to live within the City’s budget!!! Period!!

NO new salary increases (which should have started with City Manager & City Attorney)!! But since you didn’t
START tonight!!

NO new taxes either!!

Thank you,

Merrily Robinson

Sent from my iPhone



From: Fernando Sota Reyes

To: publiccomment
Subject: Ceasefire now

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 4:49:50 PM

é You don't often get email from fsotorey@ucsc.edu. Learn why this is important

Dear Council,

My name is Fernando, I have recently joined the Redwood City community as an educator at
the charter school, Connect. I am writing to the Council to urge you to consider passing a
ceasefire resolution. The incessant crimes against humanity, sponsored and endorsed by the
Federal government, needs to stop immediately. Please, the very least we can do is sign a
Ceasefire resolution.

Sincerely,
Fernando Soto Reyes
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